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used, the different woods, metals, canvas, stones, etc., tempera and oil, 
author's marks, varnish, efc etc. There are also hints given as to the 
repairing of old pictures when they have suffered hy rents, by cracks or 
other injuries. 

The second chapter is devoted to the judgment of the artistic values, 
aesthetic considerations and the difficult question of good and bad in art. 
The author waives a definition of the beautiful, but he finds many points 
in which he deems it possible to offer objective norms by which the artistic 
worth of a painting may be judged. 

The third chapter is devoted to the history of art, historical criticism, 
the methods of utilizing published sources, the different ways of exegesis, 
description of the several styles, methods of comparison, questions of 
genuineness of copies made from the originals, frauds, and intentional as 
well as unintentional misleading features of nomenclature. 

The fourth chapter is devoted to a not unimportant question for lovers 
of art — the price. The last chapter will be especially welcome for those 
few happy ones who are able to have a gallery of their own. It contains 
good advice for making collections and here as well as in all other chapters 
our author falls back upon historical references. In his field he is an 
authority of the first rank, and we will incidentally mention that he is 
opposed to Ruskin's as well as Tolstoy's aesthetical views. The book is well 
illustrated and we ought to add that Dr. Frimmel is engaged in writing a 
larger work which will treat of the problems of the philosophy of art. 

India e Buddhismo Antico. By Giuseppe de Lorenzo. Bari : Gius, Laterza 
& Figli. 1904. Pp. 299. 

The author devotes this book of nearly three hundred pages to a study 
of ancient Buddhism in India. He begins with a comparison of India and 
ancient Greece, and Brahman wisdom with Hellenic philosophy. Some of 
the parallels which he draws between the Indian and the Greek conception 
of the immortality of the soul, Braham and Buddhistic rites on the one hand 
and Orphic and Pythagorean notions on the other, are very striking. 
Gautama Buddha he compares to Plato. The second chapter is devoted to 
the founder of Buddhism, the archaeological and epigraphical testimonials 
to his existence, his family and home, priestly and worldly life, and the 
problem of death or extinction. The third chapter is devoted to the dis- 
courses of Gautama Buddha, and he is compared not only to Plato but to 
Shakespeare. Special sections are devoted to parables and allegories, the 
reunion with God and divinity, the negation of wisdom and the immortality 
of the soul, his philosophy compared to Kantism, the problem of caste, 
suicide, the piety of the apathetic attitude of the Buddhists compared to the 
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charity conception of Christianity, the four noble ruths and the gospel con- 
catenations. 

The fourth chapter discusses Buddhism in India after Gautama's death, 
its spread and degeneration, and finally the Buddism of Europe. Lorenzo 
concludes with a quotation of the poeta poetarum: 

" If all were minded so, the times should cease, 
And threescore years would make the world away." 

Maine de Biran's Philosophy of Will. By Nathan E. Truman, A.M., 
Ph. D., formerly Fellow in the Sage School of Philosophy. Cornell 
Studies in Philosophy. No. 5. New York : The Macmillan Company. 
London : Macmillan & Co., Ltd. 1904. Pp. 93. 

Maine de Biran, sometimes called the French Kant, is a philosopher 
whose importance lies not to such a degree in the strength of his own 
thoughts as in the mental and moral influence which he exercises over his 
countrymen, and it is strange that no special translation of his philosophy 
has as yet appeared in English. Dr. Nathan E. Truman has taken the 
task upon himself to present us in a monograph of ninety-three pages a 
resume of Biran's philosophy and to, outline his religion to both his predeces- 
sors and successors. Mr. Truman objects to Neville's views of Biran's 
development. He shows the influence which earlier thinkers, Locke, Con- 
dillac, Kant, and Reed, exercised upon him, the psychological basis of his 
arguments, his views of the categories, and his divisions of psychology. He 
compares Biran's psychology with Condillac's Treatise of Sensations, dis- 
cusses his ethics, aesthetics, and religion, and shows how much his views 
have influenced Cousin, Comte, Renouvier, and Fouillee. Dr. Truman has 
apparently overlooked one interesting and important reference, viz., Maine 
de Biran's influence upon Schopenhauer, who learned from Biran the sig- 
nificance and the superiority of the will. The book contains a fine frontis- 
piece of Maine de Biran which is taken from Levy-Bruhl's History of 
Modern Philosophy in France. Any one who wishes to be familiar with 
Maine de Biran, and has not the time to study his several works in the 
original, will find Dr. Truman's compendium a very useful and handy memoir. 

Das Problem per Willensfreiheit. Ein neuer Versuch seiner Losung von 
Karl Fahrion. Heidelberg: Carl Winter. 1904. Pp. 63. 

Karl Fahrion believes he has discovered the solution of the problem 
of free will in the feeling of freedom which accompanies our actions. He 
believes that every deed can be judged from a double point of view. Man 
does not possess absolute liberty in the sense of arbitrariness but a relative 



